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CANCELLATION OF KHRUSHCHEV'S
SCANDINAVIAN VISIT
i. fhiushchev's abrupt csacellation early this week of his long-
scaeculed trip to Scandinavia is strange bebavior. The whole
thing bas been handled in such an sawkward and unconvincing
manner that it raises the guestion whether the condition of

Ehrushehev's health does not enter the piciure in some way.

A. The visit to Norway, Demmark, Sweden snd Finland which was
due to take place beitween ¥ and 27 August has been
scheduled since March.

i, Prepsrations, including security srrangemenis, were
weil along snd KhRrushchev had even uade plans to bring
his wife and two daughters along.

#. The potes cancelling the visits, which were delivesed to
the Scandinavian goveramenis ou Sunday (1% July), complaimned
petulantiy that an uniriendly reasction to the wvisit in the
Scandinavian countries had crested sm “unfavorsbie atmos-
phere,” and cited specific critical comments in the
scandinavian press.

e EBbrushchey told Yestern newsmen in ¥arsaw on Tuesdsy that
the program set up for bis by the Scandinavians had not
provided for real talke, “just a change of clothes.” He
said that the Scandinavisns bhad “"spit ia hia inee.z;{z>
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The Beandinavian governwments had, in fact, beesn unednthuiastic

about the viait and many segments of the press and pudblic,

eapecinlly in Bweden, had been openly antsgonistic,

Noreover, the faect that some Scsndinsgvian leaders recently

expreased thelr opposition to the Soviet proposal for a

nuclear-free zone in the Baltic ares, together with the current

negotiations on a free-trade area to include the Scandinsvians,

and possibly Fialand, probably appeared to dim the prospects for

real aceompliskments in Xhrushchev’s visit,

1. Beandinavians, caught by surprise, speculate that these
diplomatic developments caused the cancellatiomn.

2. Fions naturally the most diaturbed.

Personsl pique on Xhrushohev's part, a charscteristic which we have
seen in him before, plus the lessened likelihood of reaping pelitical
capital from the viait undoubtedly figured to a good extend in the
cancellation,

A,

3.

Additionally, it leavea Khrushchev free to make a bid for an sarl
swumit neoting--possibly during Vies President Nixen's wvisit.
Runors in Moscow Ehrushchevy calling sseting of bBloc leaders for
firek wesk in Auguat--Scandisavian trip had bean scheduled start
g August,

But it is gquestionable whether those factors tell whole story,

1, This iz the first time that Khrushochev has cancelled a

publicly-announced viait,

2. He was not deterred by the many unfavorable comments which
praceded his visit to England in 1086,

3. He must have beon awvare that Scandinavian mti—ﬂmn:lstn

Approveshh2aRelga w290 Sk %&DWWWWZ% limits of

Scandinavian decorum,
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